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Why do we screen for plagiarism?

A consequence of the “Penkowa case”

And we want to help you!



What is plagiarism? 

“Plagiarism is using other people’s work and ideas without giving proper 
credit to the original source, thus violating the rights of the original 
author(s) to their intellectual outputs.”1

“Re-publishing substantive parts of one’s own earlier publications, including 
translations, without duly acknowledging or citing the original (‘self-
plagiarism’)” 1

1The European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity, REVISED EDITION, 2017



Plagiarism is research misconduct!

Case from 2011 in Germany1

The former German Minister of Defence Karl-Theodor zu
Guttenberg (aka. Baron Cut-and-Paste) doctoral 
dissertation contained plagiarism on 94 % of the pages.

Case from 2012 in Hungary2

It was revealed that 18 out of 215 pages of the former 
Hungarian President Pàl Schmitt doctoral dissertation 
were written by himself.

1 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-12566502 
2 https://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/03/world/europe/hungarian-president-pal-schmitt-
resigns-amid-plagiarism-scandal.html 



Self-plagiarism can be a violation of good research 
practice.

Esben Lunde Larsen PhD thesis contained 19 recycled text 
pieces. 

The recycled text were of relative limited length, non-
controversial content and unintended. His actions were 
not a violation of good research practice1.

1 http://teol.ku.dk/nyheder/nyheder2016/afgoerelse_fra_praksisudvalget/Afg_relse.pdf



Dilemmas and grey areas

Paraphrasing

‘Common knowledge’

Deliberate fraud or a sloppy job

Copyright



Our tool

The PhD theses are compared to the following database items:

50 Million - Scholarly articles, books and conferences proceedings
110 Million - Published works from journals, periodicals, magazines, encyclopedias and abstracts
60 Billion - Current and archived web pages

https://www.ithenticate.com/content











An example from a discussion



The procedure

Ph.D. school receive the 
thesis and send it to us

We reply within two days 
whether the thesis is OK or we 
write a remark on what should 

be looked at



Our screening procedure

The PhD thesis is searched for blocks of text which is identified by iThenticate 
as identical with other sources. 

Especially the introduction, results, discussion and conclusion should not 
contain to many identical text pieces.

A few identical text pieces and lines of limited length can be accepted, but 
whole paragraphs should result in a remark.

The method, reference list and the appendix are not examined.



Limits and dilemmas

Students without (or with few) published articles in relation to their PhD thesis are 
less likely to be caught in self-plagiarism 

Translation

Reliability in comparing text with web pages

There are different opinions on what is acceptable in the different research fields



Screening for plagiarism
Graduate School, Health Sciences SDU,  - since May 2017

12127

142

12

https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjHiMHv1IzbAhVNyKQKHUfKCuYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.gratisskole.dk/?mod%3Dminipic%26id%3D1545&psig=AOvVaw0HEkDlv_L_YGOZbpJNmpVo&ust=1526643631810413


New procedure
(1)

The Ph.D. supervisor 
sends the thesis to us

We reply within three days 
whether the thesis is OK or we 

write a remark



Submission of thesis

Supervisor decides what to do:
1. Revision followed by new screening

2. Declares thesis to be de facto green  - submission

Supervisor contacts Ph.d. School & Dean

No discussions between supervisor and SDUB

New procedure
(2)



Take home message

We want to help you

Remember to give proper credit to the original source

Good advice:

Plan your time as good as possible when you write your PhD thesis (the bad 
cases looks like rushed decisions)

Take a look at http://stopplagiat.nu/en/

http://stopplagiat.nu/en/

